
Inspection of Marlborough Day 
Nursery
Marlborough Square, 22 - 24 Jackson Street, COALVILLE, Leicestershire LE67 3LT

Inspection date: 28 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy at the nursery. They form strong attachments with the 
nurturing and kind staff, who support their emotional well-being very well. This 
makes children feel safe and secure. Babies giggle with delight as staff place 
puppets on their hands and sing songs. They cuddle up to staff, who read them 
stories. Older children listen with interest to stories and talk about the characters 
they see. All children make good progress in their learning. Staff provide clear 
boundaries for children to follow. For example, children learn about 'sharing is 
caring'. Older children demonstrate a good understanding of these expectations. 
They take turns with resources as they pretend to make camp fires in the garden. 
Children listen to and follow instructions. For example, they respond promptly when 
it is time to tidy up. 

Staff teach older children about how their bodies work, and children begin to 
understand the effects of exercise. Staff promote children's physical skills well 
across the nursery. Babies develop their mobility by moving around furniture and 
carefully navigating different levels in the garden. Older children practise dressing 
and undressing for PE sessions, helping them to develop independence and self-
care skills that will support their transition to school. They enjoy showing each 
other exercises they know, such as star jumps and stretches. Staff talk to them 
about how their bodies feel warmer and more out of breath after being active. 
They introduce children to checking their pulse and explain the importance of 
drinking plenty of water to stay healthy. This helps to support children's overall 
health, confidence and well-being. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have a good understanding of the overall aims of the curriculum and plan 
activities that reflect children's interests. However, the planned intent for some 
activities is not always sharply focused on what individual children need to learn 
next. At times, learning intentions are broad and are not tailored to extend or 
deepen children's learning. As a result, while children enjoy engaging activities, 
the impact on their individual progress is not consistently maximised.

n Diversity is celebrated at the nursery. Children share their cultural festivals with 
their friends. For example, children made Martisor bracelets for their friends, 
learning about this Romanian tradition. Staff talk to children about the 
celebrations they have at home, including what they eat and how they dress. 
Children have opportunities to learn to appreciate and value each other's 
differences. This helps to make the nursery inclusive and welcoming for all.

n Staff provide a commentary for children's play and engage in conversations with 
them. They allow plenty of time for children to think creatively and answer 
questions to build on their emerging skills. However, staff have not yet 
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considered how to introduce and reinforce the use of new words to extend 
children's vocabulary further. Some words that staff use in conversation with the 
children are basic for the children's age and stage of development.

n Staff encourage children's self-care skills from a young age. Babies learn to drink 
from small, easy to hold cups and toddlers start to carefully pour their own 
drinks. Pre-school children concentrate well, using knives and forks to eat their 
meals. Staff provide a good variety of nutritious snacks and meals for children. 
Staff promote children's awareness of healthy living. For example, they talk to 
children about the importance of balanced diets and involve them in preparing 
food during 'cookery class' sessions. They use the produce they have grown in 
the nursery garden.

n Leaders are knowledgeable about supporting children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They advocate strongly for the most vulnerable 
children. Staff use regular observations and assessments to highlight possible 
gaps in children's development. They use this information to plan targeted 
support to help all children make good progress. Staff work closely with other 
agencies to make sure that children get the appropriate support. Any additional 
funding is used well to support learning. 

n Parents speak highly of staff and say they are very supportive and caring of their 
children. Parents say that staff involve them effectively in their children's 
activities and give them ideas to extend this learning at home. Staff form 
positive partnerships with parents to provide continuity for children's care. For 
example, they discuss babies' sleep routines with parents and follow these at 
nursery.

n A long-standing staff team works well together. Staff report high levels of 
morale. They have access to training to help support and deepen their 
knowledge. This helps to ensure that the quality of teaching is consistently good.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to ensure the learning intentions for planned activities are clearly 
defined and tailored to individual children, so that they can more effectively 
support each child's next steps in learning

n reinforce new words that are introduced to children to increase children's 
vocabulary and enhance their communication and language skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY454436

Local authority Leicestershire

Inspection number 10392167

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 130

Number of children on roll 101

Name of registered person SCL Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532029

Telephone number 01530814051

Date of previous inspection 8 August 2019

Information about this early years setting

Marlborough Day Nursery registered in 2012. The nursery is situated in Coalville, 
Leicestershire. The nursery employs 28 members of childcare staff. Of these, 21 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at a level 3 or above, including two staff 
with early years teacher status. The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 7.30am 
until 6pm, all year round. Children attend for a variety of sessions. The nursery 
provides universal funded early education for children from nine months old. It 
supports a number of children who speak English as an additional language and 
children with SEND.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Hopkins
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the two managers completed a learning walk to gain an 
understanding of how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n The quality of teaching and learning was observed, both indoors and outdoors.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents by speaking with some of 

them during the inspection.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed 

the impact on the children's learning.
n The inspector met with the provider and managers to discuss leadership and 

management. 
n A sample of documents was reviewed, including evidence of staff's suitability, 

training and paediatric first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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